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Important notice 
 
This information resources document is offered by the Maritime Knowledge Centre specifically to assist those who are conducting research 
in the area of “Places of Refuge”.  All users of this document should be aware that the information presented in this document has been 
compiled from a limited variety of sources, which cannot be guaranteed to reflect the most-up-to-date examination or complete survey of the 
subject concerned or of the associated issues and possible points of view. You may wish to refer to the Internet major search engines for 
further research.  
 
Furthermore, some of this information is subject to copyright protection and restriction as to distribution or re-circulation.  Additionally, 
while every reasonable effort has been made to focus only on (publicly available) information which is valid and helpful, neither the IMO 
nor its Maritime Knowledge Centre can accept responsibility for information which is out-of-date, incomplete, biased or otherwise 
inaccurate, misleading or offensive; and the mention of a reference, item of information, publication, product or service in this document 
should not be viewed as constituting a validation or endorsement by IMO as to its quality, content, or value. 
 
Finally, users who have questions regarding the interpretation and/or implementation of IMO instruments should direct such questions to 
their National Maritime Administration. 
 
The Maritime Knowledge Centre is not in a position to provide copies of any material for copyright reasons but will gladly answer your 
queries on where to obtain it. 
 
 
See also:  
Information Resources on the “Prestige”.   
http://www.imo.org/includes/blastData.asp/doc_id=2726/Prestige%20(1% 20April%202003).doc  
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IMO MATERIAL ON THE WEBSITE 
 
SeaLibrary Online. Maritime Knowledge Centre  Catalogues online. 
http://www.imo.org/InfoResource/mainframe.asp?topic_id=827  
 
Places of refuge.  http://www.imo.org/Safety/mainframe.asp?topic_id=746  
 
The Fourth International Marine Salvage Conference.  The Fourth International Marine Salvage Conference. 
Keynote address by William O'Neil, Secretary-General, IMO. International Salvage Union, London, 19 March 
2003. http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=762&doc_id=2875  
 
 
IMO News Magazine  
 
Notices: 

1. For a list of articles in the IMO News Magazines on this subject, please refer to the IMO website  
http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=11   

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find 

a full list of articles in the IMO News Magazine on the subject with links to the IMO Website , please 
contact MaritimeKnowledgeCentre@imo.org (Please note that the IRDs were last updated in 
November/December 2007)  

 
Briefings 
 
Notices: 

1. For a list of Press Briefings on this subject, please refer to the IMO website 
http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=5   

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find 

a full list of Press Briefings on the subject with links to the IMO Website, please contact 
MaritimeKnowledgeCentre@imo.org   (Please note that the IRDs were last updated in November/December 
2007)   

 
 
 

IMO DOCUMENTS 
 
Notices: 

1. Please note that only Resolutions, Circulars, Circular Letters, Conferences and Final Reports of the 
meeting sessions are listed below. For a list of IMO Documents on this subject,  please contact 
MaritimeKnowledgeCentre@imo.org    

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find 

a full list of IMO Documents on the subject, please contact MaritimeKnowledgeCentre@imo.org  (Please 
note that the IRDs were last updated in November/December 2007)   

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
A 23/Res.949   Resolution A.949(23) adopted on 5 December 2003. Guidelines on places of  

refuge for ships in need of assistance 
http://www.imo.org/Safety/mainframe.asp?topic_id=875  
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A 23/Res.950   Resolution A.950(23) adopted on 5 December 2003. Maritime Assistance Services  
    (MAS)  http://www.imo.org/Safety/mainframe.asp?topic_id=876  
 
 

CIRCULARS 
 
Circular Letters  
 
Circular Letter No. 2520 Circulation of questionnaires for the Legal Committee - Reminder  
21/02/04   (Annex 1 – Questionnaire on places of refuge) 
 
 
 

LEGAL COMMITTEE 
 
84th Session  (22-26 April 2002)  
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=2073  
 
LEG 84/14  Report of the Legal Committee on the work of its 84th session   (Section G) 
 
 
85th Session  (22-24 October 2002) 
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=2327  
 
LEG 85/11  Report of the Legal Committee on the work of its 85th session (Section J (b)) 
 
 
86th Session  (28 April – 2 May 2003) 
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=2678  
 
LEG 86/15  Report of the Legal Committee on the work of its 86th session  (Section H) 
 
 
87th Session  (13 – 17 October 2003) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=2966 
 
LEG 87/17  Report of the Legal Committee on the work of its 87th session  (Section G) (Annex 5 –  
   Recommended Appendix 1 to the Annex to the draft Assembly Resolution on Guidelines  
   on places of refuge) 
 
88th Session  (19 – 23 April 2004) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=3352  
 
LEG 88/13  Report of the Legal Committee on the work of its 88th Session (Section F – Places of  
   refuge) 
 
89th Session  (25 - 29 October 2004) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=3662  
 
LEG 89/16  Report of the Legal Committee on the Work of its 88th Session (Section G – Places of  
   Refuge) 
 
 
90th Session  18 – 29 April 2005) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=4832  
 
LEG 90/15  Report of the Legal Committee on the Work of its 90th  Session (Section H – Places of  
   Refuge) 
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91st Session (24 – 28 April 2006) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=280&doc_id=6207  
 
LEG 91/12  Report of the Legal Committee on the work of its 91st Session (Session F – Places of  
   refuge 

 
 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
 
46th Session  (23-27 April 2001) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=109&doc_id=774  
 
MEPC 46/23  Report of the Marine Environment Protection Committee on its 46th Session.  
   Annex 4 – Provision of sheltered waters for ships in distress from the marine environment  

protection perspective 
 

 
47th Session  (4-8 March 2002) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=109&doc_id=1753  
 
MEPC 47/20  Report of the Marine Environment Protection Committee on its 47th session 
 
 
48th Session (7-8 October 2002) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=109&doc_id=2543  
 
MEPC 48/21  Report of the Marine Environment Protection Committee on its 48th session  
 
 

MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
74th Session  (30 May – 8 June 2001)  
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=110&doc_id=1151  
 
MSC 74/24  Report of the Maritime Safety Committee on its 74th session 
 
 
75th Session  (15-24 May 2002) 
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=110&doc_id=2161  
 
MSC 75/24  Report of the Maritime Safety Committee on its 75th session 
 
 
76th Session  (2-13 December 2002) 
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=110&doc_id=2325  
 
MSC 76/23  Report of the Maritime Safety Committee on its 76th session 
 
 
77th Session  (28 May – 6 June 2003) 
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=110&doc_id=2795  
 
MSC 77/26  Report of the Maritime Safety Committee on its 77th Session  (Section 8) 
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION 

 
47th Session  (2-6 July 2001) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=112&doc_id=1138 
 
NAV 47/13  Report to the Maritime Safety Committee (Annex 18:  Draft terms of reference for the  
   work on places of refuge; Annex 19 : Draft general framework associated with future work  
   on places of refuge) 
 
 
48th Session  (8-12 July 2002) 
Summary Reports : http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=112&doc_id=2405  
 
NAV 48/19  Report to the Maritime Safety Committee.  (Section 5 – Places of refuge) 

(Annex 12:Draft Assembly Resolution on guidelines on places of refuge for ships in need 
 of Assistance) 

 
 
49th Session  (30 June – 4 July 2003) 
Summary Reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=112&doc_id=2797 
 
NAV 49/19  Report to the Maritime Safety Committee. (Section 5 – Places of refuge, Annex 5 Draft  
   Resolution on guidelines on places of refuge for ships in need of assistance) 
 
 
 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 
 
CORNELLIUS DE KEIJZER, Capt. – To be refuged or not to be refuged. .  In: Eule & Partners International 
Consulting - The International Conference and Exhibition “Ship/Port interface – Environment and Safety”, 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 22-24 October 2002. http://www.euleandpartners.com  
 
DE KEIJZER, C. Capt. – To be refuged or not to be refuged - Paper delivered at the International Conference and 
Exhibition “Ship/Port interface – Environment and Safety”, Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 22-24 October 2002. 
http://www.euleandpartners.com  
 
ROOS, H-J, Capt. – Provisions of safe haven – The Australian/UK and German approach. .  In: Eule & Partners 
International Consulting - The International Conference and Exhibition “Ship/Port interface – Environment and 
Safety”, Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 22-24 October 2002. http://www.euleandpartners.com  
 
JULIAN, M. – Current IMO position on places of refuge, salvage and wreck removal. Paper delivered at the Safe 
havens and Salvage AMSA (Australian Maritime Safety Authority) Conference on 19 February 2002. 
(http://www.amsa.gov.au/amsa/haven/julian.pdf)  
 
MIDDLETON, R. – UK SOSREP perspective on places and ports of refuge.  In: Lloyd’s List Events, The 7th 
Annual Conference 2004, Salvage and Wreck Removal, London 9 – 10 December 2004. London, Lloyd’s List 
Events, 2005 
 
 
NORDQUIST, M.H. – International law governing places of refuge for tankers threatening pollution of coastal 
environments. In: Ndiaye, T.M. & Wolfrum, R. (Eds), Mensah, A., Law of the sea, environmental law and 
settlement of disputes, Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff, 2007, pp 497-520. 
 
POLYCHRONOPOULOU, H. – Ports of refuge from an environmental protection point of view. .  In: Eule & 
Partners International Consulting - The International Conference and Exhibition “Ship/Port interface – 
Environment and Safety”, Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 22-24 October 2002. http://www.euleandpartners.com  
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STONE, T. – Places of refuge in the United Kingdom  In:  Lloyd’s List Events, 17 th Annual Oil Pollution 
Conference (London, 15-16 March 2004). London, Lloyd’s List Events, 2004. 
 
TIMMS, R.- Current IMO position on safe havens, salvage and wreck removal.   Paper delivered at the Safe havens 
and Salvage AMSA (Australian Maritime Safety Authority) Conference on 19 February 2002. 
(http://www.amsa.gov.au/amsa/havn/Timms.htm)  
 
VORMAWAH, B. Capt. – Safe haven – Developments in IMO.  In: Eule & Partners International Consulting - 
The International Conference and Exhibition “Ship/Port interface – Environment and Safety”, Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands, 22-24 October 2002. http://www.euleandpartners.com  
 
WIBEL, C-S. – Places of refuge : Solutions for a burning problem. .  In: Eule & Partners International Consulting 
- The International Conference and Exhibition “Ship/Port interface – Environment and Safety”, Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands, 22-24 October 2002. http://www.euleandpartners.com  
 
 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
ALBERTSON, P. – The United States’ approach to implementing the IMO guidelines on places of refuge. In: 
Chircop, A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for ships : Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime 
custom. Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006, pp 489-505 
 
BALTIC EXCHANGE – Place or ports.  http://www.thebaltic.com/supplements/World%20Ports/place.htm 
 
BALTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MARITIME COUNCIL (BIMCO) – Why are ports of refuge such a problem?  
http://www.bimco.dk/seascapes/0902/questos13.asp 
 
BATEMAN, S. / SHAIRP, A. – Places of refuge in a federal jurisdiction : The Australian experience. In: Chircop, 
A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for ships : Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime custom. Leiden, 
Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006, pp 375-414 
 
BISHOP, A. – Places of refuge : Environmental salvage. WISSWALL, JR., F.L. – Maritime security vis-à-vis fair 
treatment of seafarers : A conundrum in the development of international maritime law.  In: Gutiérrez, N.A.M. 
(Ed.) – Serving the rule of international law – Essays in honour of Professor David Joseph Attard, London, 
Routledge,  2010, pp 352-362 
 
BONN AGREEMENT – Bonn Agreement Counter Pollution Manual.  Chapter 26 – Places of refuge. 
http://www.bonnagreement.org  
 
CHIRCOP, A. 
- Law of the sea and international environmental law considerations for places of refuge for ships in need of 
assistance. In: Chircop, A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for ships : Emerging environmental concerns of a 
maritime custom. Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006, pp 231- 270 
 
- The customary law of refuge for ships in distress. In: Chircop, A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for ships : 
Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime custom. Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006, pp 163-230 
 
- The IMO guidelines on places of refuge for ships in need of assistance. In: Chircop, A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places 
of refuge for ships : Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime custom. Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 
2006, pp 35-60. 
 
CHIRCOP, A. / LINDEN, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for ships. Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime 
custom. Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006. (ISBN 90-04-14952-X) 
 
CHIRCOP, A./LINDEN,O./NIELSEN, D. – Characterizing the problem of places of refuge for ships.  In: Chircop, 
A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for ships : Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime custom. Leiden, 
Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006, pp 1-34 
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COMITÉ  MARITIME INTERNATIONAL (CMI) 
– Places of refuge. Draft questionnaire to member associations : Response by Maritime Law Association of 
Australia and New Zealand (MLLANZ). http://www.mlaanz.org/refuge.doc  
 
- Places of refuge.  (Contents: Report of the CMI to the IMO, CMI Paper, CMI Place of Refuge Questionnaire, Schedule of 
casualty experience, Provision of safe haven for disabled or damaged vessels at sea, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety 
Manual).  In:  CMY Yearbook 2002, pp 117-146. 
 
CONSTANTINIDES, X. – The Castor case and its ramifications.  In : The Baltic International Maritime Council 
(BIMCO) – BIMCO Review 2002, pp 251-255. 
 
DONNER, P. – Insurance perspective on places of refuge. In: Chircop, A./ Linden, O. (Eds) – Places of refuge for 
ships : Emerging environmental concerns of a maritime custom. Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2006, pp 
321-246 
 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY SHIPOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION (ECSA) – The Prestige disaster. Press Release 27 
November 2002. http://www.ecsa.be/pressrelease/022.asp  
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT – Safety at sea : Motion for a European Parliament resolution on improving safety at 
sea in response to the Prestige accident.  (2003/2066(INI). 
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