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Important notice 
 
This information resources document is offered by the Maritime Knowledge Centre specifically to assist those who are conducting research in the 
area of “Drug Smuggling”.  All users of this document should be aware that the information presented in this document has been compiled from 
a limited variety of sources, which cannot be guaranteed to reflect the most-up-to-date examination or complete survey of the subject concerned 
or of the associated issues and possible points of view. You may wish to refer to the Internet major search engines for further research.  
 
Furthermore, some of this information is subject to copyright protection and restriction as to distribution or re-circulation.  Additionally, while 
every reasonable effort has been made to focus only on (publicly available) information which is valid and helpful, neither the IMO nor its 
Maritime Knowledge Centre can accept responsibility for information which is out-of-date, incomplete, biased or otherwise inaccurate, 
misleading or offensive; and the mention of a reference, item of information, publication, product or service in this document should not be 
viewed as constituting a validation or endorsement by IMO as to its quality, content, or value. 
 
Finally, users who have questions regarding the interpretation and/or implementation of IMO instruments should direct such questions to their 
National Maritime Administration. 
 
The Maritime Knowledge Centre is not in a position to provide copies of any material for copyright reasons but will gladly answer your queries 
on where to obtain it. 
 
See also: 
Information Resources on :  Piracy and armed robbery at sea ;  Stowaways / Migrants / Treatment of Persons Rescued at Sea  ; 
International Maritime Security and ISPS Code-  
 
MMKKCC  OO nnll iinnee   ccaattaall oogg uuee  SeaLibrary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR, United Kingdom. 
Tel: +44 20 7735 7611, http://www.imo.org  Email  MaritimeKnowledgeCentre@imo.org  



 2 

 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IMO Material on the Website           3 
 
IMO Documents           3 
 

• Resolutions            3 
• Circulars           4 
• FAL            4 

 
IMO Publications           5 
 
Other Publications           7 
 
DVDs/Videos            9 
 
Useful Address           9 
 
Articles from the Press         11 
 
 



 3 

 
 

IMO MATERIAL ON THE WEBSITE 
 
SeaLibrary Online. Maritime Knowledge Centre  Catalogues online. 
http://www.imo.org/InfoResource/mainframe.asp?topic_id=827  
 
 
IMO News Magazine  
 
Notices: 

1. For a list of articles in the IMO News Magazines on this subject, please refer to the IMO website  
http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=11   

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find a 

full list of articles in the IMO News Magazine on the subject with links to the IMO Website, please contact 
pbarreto@imo.org  (Please note that the IRDs were last updated in November/December 2007)  
 

 
Press Briefings 
 
Notices: 

1. For a list of Press Briefings on this subject, please refer to the IMO website 
http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=5   

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find a 

full list of Press Briefings on the subject with links to the IMO Website ,please contact pbarreto@imo.org  
(Please note that the IRDs were last updated in November/December 2007)  

 
 
 

IMO DOCUMENTS 
 
Please note that Working Papers are not listed below.  
 
Notices: 

1. Please note that only Resolutions, Circulars, Circular Letters, Conferences and Final Reports of the meeting 
sessions are listed below. For a list of IMO Documents on this subject please contact pbarreto@imo.org 

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find a 

full list of IMO Documents on the subject, please contac t pbarreto@imo.org  (Please note that the IRDs were last 
updated in November/December 2007)  

 
Resolutions 

 
A.872(20)   Guidelines for the prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs, psychotropic  
(27/11/1997)  substances and precursor chemicals on ships engaged in international maritime traffic. 
 
A.985(24)   Revision of the guidelines for the prevention and suppression of the smuggling of the  
   smuggling of drugs, psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals on ships (Resolution  
   A.872(20) 
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Circulars 

 
FAL.5/Circ.1  Prevention of drug smuggling on ships engaged in international traffic. Interim guidelines for  
(05/02/1987)  use by shipowners, seafarers and others closely involved with the operation of ships  
 
FAL.5/Circ.1/rev.1 Idem 
(26/11/1987) 
 
FAL.5/Circ.6.   Drug abuse and illicit trafficking. (leaflet)  E/F/S. 
(16/11/1990) 
 
FAL.5/Circ.9  Drug trafficking and drug abuse : Guidelines for shipowners and masters on prevention,  
(25/11/1996)  detection and recognition 
 
FAL.5/Circ.16  Contact addresses of the Offices of Designated National Authorities and International  
29/10/2001  Organizations for facilitation purposes   
 
 

FACILITATION COMMITTEE (FAL) 
 
25th Session  (30 June 1997) 

 
FAL 25/19  Report of the 25th Session of the Facilitation Committee. (Annex 3 – Draft Assembly  
   resolution – Guidelines for the prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs,  
   psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals on ships engaged in international marit ime  
   traffic)  
 
 
26th Session  (7 – 11 September 1998) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=790  
 
FAL 26/19  Report of the 26th Session of the Facilitation Committee. 
 
 
27th Session  (6 – 10 September 1999) 
Summary reports:  http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=791  
 
FAL 27/19  Report of the 27th Session of the Facilitation Committee 
 
 
28th Session    (30 October – 3 November 2000) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=792  
 
FAL 28/19  Report of the 28th Session of the Facilitation Committee 
 
 
29th Session  (7 – 11 January 2002) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=1749  
 
FAL 29/18  Report of the 29th Session of the Facilitation Committee 
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30th Session   (27 – 31 January 2003) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=2671  
 
FAL 30/20  Report of the 30th Session of the Facilitation Committee 
 
 
31st Session  (19 - 23 July 2004) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=3783  
 
FAL 31/20  Report of the 31st Session of the Facilitation Committee 
 
 
32nd Session  (4 – 8 July 2005) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=4468  
 
FAL 32/22  Report to the 32nd Session of the Facilitation Committee. (Section 9 – Prevention and control  
   of illicit drug trafficking : Facilitation aspects; Annex 3 – Draft assembly resolution on  
   revision of the guidelines for the prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs,  
   psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals on ships (Resolution A.872(20)) 
 
 
33rd Session  (3 – 7 July 2006) 
Summary reports: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=6214  
 
FAL 33/19  Report to the 33rd Session of the Facilitation Committee (Annex 2 – Draft FAL Resolution on  
   revision of the guidelines for the prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs,  
   psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals on ships engaged in international maritime  
   traffic (Resolution A.872(20))  
 
 
34th Session  (26 – 30 March 2007) 
Summary report: http://www.imo.org/Newsroom/mainframe.asp?topic_id=146&doc_id=7525  
 
FAL 34/19  Report to the 34th Session of the Facilitation Committee (Session 7 – Prevention and  
   suppression of illicit trade, including drugs, WMD and people; Annex 2 – Resolution  
   FAL.9(34) on revised guidelines for the prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs,  
   psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals on ships engaged in international maritime  
   traffic 
 
 
 

IMO PUBLICATIONS 
 
Abbreviations : A : Arabic; C : Chinese; E : English; F : French; R : Russian;  S: Spanish 
 
International Conference on the suppression of unlawful acts against the safety of maritime navigation (Rome 
1988 ). 1988 edition.   (IMO-462E).  Language(s) : E, F, S, A, C, R 
This publication contains the text of the Final Act of the Conference as well as the texts of the two treaty instruments adopted by 
the Conference, namely:  - Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation 
(SUA), 1988 http://www.imo.org/dynamic/mainframe.asp?topic_id=259&doc_id=686 ;  
- Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf. (SUA 
PROT) 
Adoption: Rome, 10 March 1988 
Entry into force: 1 March 1992 
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Protocol of 2005 to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime 
Navigation. Certified True Copy* signed on 7 February 2006. London, IMO, 2006 Language(s): E,F,S,A,C,R 
 
Final Act of the International Conference on the revision of the SUA Treaties, 2005. Certified True Copy* signed 
on 7 February 2006. London, IMO, 2006 Language(s): E,F,S,A,C,R 
 
Protocol of 2005 of the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against Safety of fixed platforms located 
on the continental shelf.  Certified True Copy* signed on 7 February 2006. London, IMO, 2006 Language(s): 
E,F,S,A,C,R 
 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful acts against the safety of fixed platforms located on the continental 
shelf, 2006. (2005 SUA Fixed Platforms Protocol). Certified True Copy signed on 8 June 2006. London, IMO, 2006  
Language(s): E,F,S,A,C,R 
 
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation, 2005. (2005 SUA 
Convention. Certified True Copy signed on 8 June 2006. London, IMO, 2006. Language(s): E,F,S,A,C,R 
 
 
 

UNITED NATIONS 
 

Documents 
 
A/44/650   Law of the Sea.  Report by the Secretary-General.  New York, UN  .    General Assembly,  

44th session. 1989  
 
A/53/456  Oceans and the law of the sea.  Report of the Secretary-General-General Assembly, 53rd 

Session. 1998  
 
A/56/58  Oceans and the law of the sea : Report of the Secretary-General-General Assembly 56th  

Session.  2001  
 
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD (INCB) 
- Narcotic drugs : Estimated world requirements for 2001 : Statistics for 1999. -- New York , UN, 2001. (ISBN 92-1-
048072-4)  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/narcotic_drugs_2000.html  
 
- - Narcotic drugs : Estimated world requirements for 2002 : Statistics for 2000. -- New York , UN, 2002. (ISBN 92-1-
048075-9)  http://www.incb.org/incb/narcotic_drugs_2001.html  
 
- Narcotic drugs : Estimated world requirements for 2003 : Statistics for 2001. -- New York , UN, 2003 (ISBN 92-1-
048079-1) http://www.incb.org/incb/en/narcotic_drugs_2002.html  
 
- Narcotic drugs : Estimated world requirements for 2004 : Statistics for 2002. -- New York , UN, 2004.  (ISBN 92-1-
048093-7) http://www.incb.org/incb/en/narcotic_drugs_2003.html  
 
- Narcotic drugs : Estimated world requirements for 2005 : Statistics for 2003. -- New York , UN, 2005. (ISBN 92-1-
048101-1)  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/narcotic_drugs_2004.html  
 
- Narcotic drugs : Estimated world requirements for 2006 : Statistics for 2004. New York, UN, 2006  (ISBN 92-1- 
048108-9) http://www.incb.org/incb/en/narcotic_drugs_2005.html  
 
- Annual Report 2005  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_2005.html  
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-Annual Report 2004  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_2004.html  
 
- Annual Report 2003  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_2003.html  
 
- Annual Report 2002  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_2002.html  
 
- Annual Report 2001  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_2001.html  
 
- Annual Report 2000  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_2000.html  
 
- Annual Report 1999   http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_1999.html  
 
- Annual Report 1998  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_1998.html  
 
- Annual Report 1997  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_1997.html  
 
- Annual Report 1996  http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_1996.html 
 
- Annual Report 1995   http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual_report_1995.html  
 
- Practical guide for competent national authorities under article 17 of the United Nations Convention against illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances 1988.  New York, UN, 2003 
 
UNITED NATIONS. Economic and Social Council (UN) 
United Nations convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances : Held in Vienna, 25 
November – 20  November 1988. -- New York : UN,  1988  (E/CONF.82/15)  Language(s):  E/F/S/R/C/A   
 
UNITED NATIONS DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMME (UNDCP)  
World Drug Report. -- Oxford : Oxford University Press,  1997  (ISBN 0-19-829299-6) 
 
UNITED NATIONS DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMME (UNDCP)  (Barbados Regional Office) 
Development of a Training Programme to Prevent, Combat and suppress illicit drug trafficking on board ships and in 
port areas.    http://www.undcp.org/barbados/ships.html 
 
UNITED NATIONS INTERREGIONAL CRIME AND JUSTICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE (UNICRI)  
http://www.unicri.it/  
 
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE OF DRUG CONTROL AND CRIME PREVENTION (ODCCP) 
- United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime  English, French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic, 
Chinese   http://www.odccp.org 
 
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME (UNODC) – Global illicit drug trends 2003. New York, UN, 
2003  (ISBN 92-1-148156-2) 
 
- More information on the Convention on the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention (ODCCP).   
http://www.undcp.org/crime_cicp_convention.html#final 
 
 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
BALTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MARITIME COUNCIL (BIMCO) 
- The shipmaster's security manual. -- Bagsvaerd (Denmark) : BIMCO, 1998 
- Maritime security : Piracy, stowaways and drug smuggling. London :  BIMCO, 1998 
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COSTA, M.E. – Extraterritorial application of the maritime drug law enforcement act in United States V Suerte. In: 
Temple International and Comparative Law, Vol. 18, Pt 1, pp 131-154. 
 
CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL (CCC) / THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
PORTS AND HARBOURS (IAPH)  -  CCC/IAPH guidelines on co-operation between customs administrations and 
port aimed at the prevention of drug smuggling. -- Tokyo : IAPH,  1989   
 
CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL (CCC)  - A perspective on the role of customs worldwide in fighting the 
illicit drug trade.  Brussels : CCC,  1994 
 
DAVIS-MATTIS, L. – International drug trafficking and the law of the sea : Outstanding issues and bilateral responses 
with emphasis on US-Caribbean Agreements : In: Borgese, E.M. et al (Eds)/ International Ocean Institute – Ocean 
Yearbook, Volume 14.  London, University of Chicago Press, 2000, pp 360-397. 
 
ELLEN, E./ INTERNATIONAL MARITIME BUREAU - Ports at risk. Paris : ICC Publishing,  1993 (ISBN 92-842-
1112-3) 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT – Resolution on the communication from the Commission to the Council and the 
European Parliament on a European Union action plan to combat drugs (1995-1999) (COM(94)0234 – C4 – 0107/94). 
http://www.europarl.eu.int/topics/drugs/drug2_en.htm  
 
HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE (HMSO)  - Agreement on illicit traffic by sea, implementing Article 17 of 
the United Nations Convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, Strasbourg, 31 
January 1995.  London : HMSO,  1995  (ISBN 0-10-129792-0) 
 
INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF SHIPPING (ICS) 
- Drug trafficking and drug abuse : Guidelines for owners and masters on prevention, detection and recognition.  2nd 
ed.  London : ICS,  1994  (ISBN 1-85609-061-2) 
 
- Maritime security : A joint responsibility. London, ICS, 2001 
 
LUCK, L.- Drugs and ships : Classification, carriers and control. London : Witherby & Co. Ltd,  1992 (ISBN 1-85609-
005-1)  
 
PETERS, K..- Drugs and seafarers, the human story   In: Parritt, B.A.H.    Illegal drugs by sea.  London : Nautical 
Institute, 1998, pp 58 -60 
 
PARRITT, H.A.B.  
- Security at sea  Terrorism, piracy and drugs : A practical guide . London : Nautical Institute,  1991    (ISBN 1-
870077-09-1) 
 
- Illegal drugs by sea.  London, Nautical Institute,  1998   (ISBN 1-870077-44-X) 
 
-Altered command responsibilities for pirates, stowaways, illegal drugs and terrorism   In: The Nautical Institute on 
command.  2nd. Ed. London : The Nautical Institute, 2000, pp 284-288 
 
- The prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs : Guidelines by the International Maritime Organization 
In: Parritt, B.A.H.    Illegal drugs by sea. London : Nautical Institute, 1998, pp 78-90 
 
UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMME (UNDP) – Directory of non-
governmental organizations working in drug demand reduction. New York, UN, 1999. (ISBN 92-1-148120-1) 
 
UNITED NATIONS (International narcotics Control Board (INCB) (UN) – Report of the International Narcotics 
Control Board for 2002.  New York, UN, 2003. (ISBN92-1-148154-6) 
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UNITED STATES COASTGUARD. Drug interdiction  pages at : http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-o/g-opl/mle/drugs.htm 
 
 
World Customs Organization (WCO) – Resolution of the Customs Co-operation Council concerning the prevention of 
illicit traffic in narcotics, stimulants and similar substances – 7th June 1967.  
http://www.wcoomd.org/ie/en/Recommendations/recommendations.html  
 
 
 

DVDs/VIDEOS 
 
An industry at war series : Defence against drug traffickers. London, Videotel Marine International.   
http://www.videotel.co.uk 
 
 
 

USEFUL ADDRESSES 
 
Baltic and International Maritime Council (BIMCO) 
Bagsvaerdvej 161, DK-2880, Bagsvaerd, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, 
Tel : +45  44444500 
Fax : +45  44444450 
Website : http://www.bimco.dk  (Information on ship security is available in the Membership area) 
Security (piracy, drug smuggling, stowaways) SCIA, MOU 
Ove C. Tvedt, Deputy Secretary General 
Tel.: +45 4436 6860 
Email: ot@bimco.dk 
 
International Chamber of Shipping Limited (ICS)  
Carthusian Court  
12 Carthusian Street  
London EC1M 6EB  
United Kingdom Tel: 44 (0)20 7 
Fax: 44 (0)20 7626 8135  
E-mail: ics@marisec.org  
Website: http://www.marisec.org/   
 
ICC International Maritime Bureau 
Maritime House 
1 Linton Road 
Barking IG11 8HG 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44 (0) 20 8591 3000 
Fax.: +44 (0) 20 8594 2833 
Email: webmaster_ccs@iccwbo.org 
Website: http://www.iccwbo.org/ccs/menu_imb_bureau.asp 
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International Association of Ports and Harbours (IAPH) 
5th fl. North Tower New Pier Takeshiba 
1-11-1 Kaigan 
Minato-ku 
Tokyo 105-022 
Japan 
Tel.: +81 3 5403 2770 
Fax.: +81 3 5403 7651 
Email:  iaph@msn.com 
Website:  http://www.iaph.or.jp  
 
The Nautical Institute  
202 Lambeth Road 
London SE1 7LQ 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44 (0) 20 7928 1351 
Fax.: +44 (0) 20 7401 2817 
Email: sec@nautinst.org 
Website: http://www.nautinst.org#http://www.nautinst.org/ 
 
UK P & I Club (The United Kingdom Mutual Steam Ship Assurance Association (Bermuda) Ltd 
26 Creechurch Lane 
London EC3A 5BA 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44 (0)20 7283 4646 
Fax.: +44 (0) 20 7283 5614 
 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
Vienna International Centre 
P.O. Box 500 
A-1400 Vienna 
Austria  
Tel.: +43 1 26060-0 
Fax.: +43 1 26060-5866 
Website: http://www.unodc.org  
 
World Customs Organization (WCO)  
Rue de l'Industrie 26-38  
B-1040 Brussels  
Belgium 
Tel.: +32 2 508 4211 
Fax.: +32 2 514 3372 
Email:  information@wcoomd.org 
Website:  http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
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ARTICLES FROM THE PRESS 
 
Notices 
 

1. For a list of articles in the press please refer to the IMO website and SeaLibrary  the online catalogue of the 
Maritime Knowledge Centre using the terms : “drugs; drug trafficking; article” 

 
2. The IRDs changed the contents in 2008 therefore if you wish to receive an archive copy where you can find a 

full list of articles (Technical and Legal) on the subject, please contact pbarreto@imo.org  (Please note that the 
IRDs were last updated in November/December 2007)  

 
 


